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3rd September 2021 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I hope you have all had a wonderful summer break and are ready and excited for the new year 
ahead. As promised, I have outlined our plans for the start of the new term below along with 
any changes that have been implemented.  
 
A Warm Welcome  
 
We are looking forward to welcoming back our Foresters, both old and new, especially those 
children in the Nursery and Kindergarten who are starting out on their school journey.  
 
We are also delighted to welcome some new faces to Forest who I'm sure you will get to know 
very quickly; Mrs Tourigny (French), Mr C (PE), Miss Walsh (Pre Prep), Mr Cunliffe 
(Wraparound) and Miss Jones (School Office). All the new staff members have had the chance 
to visit us during the summer term and are very excited to start their roles at Forest.  
 
Summer Work  
 
Over the summer break, the school grounds have been given some attention with a new astro 
turf play area replacing the worn surface outside Year 2. The Main House and Upper School 
have also been decorated. Mr Edwards, along with Chef Simon and Mrs Wild, have been 
painting benches, painting fences, painting gates and in general, painting everything! A 
sincere thanks for all their hard work in preparing for the new term.  
 
School Routine  
 
From the start of term we will be returning to normal offer at school, with regard to provision, 
organisation and timings. There will no longer be a requirement for our pupils to work in 
bubbles and communal lunches and collective assemblies will once again be part of the Forest 
experience for all our children.  
 
Drop-Off 
The school grounds will be closed until 8:20 a.m. each morning in readiness for the start of 
the school day at 8:40 a.m.  All gates will then be opened and parents will be able to drop off 
their children at each class's specific drop off area.  
 
Nursery, Kindergarten, Reception and Year 2: Outside their classroom door. 
Year 1: Outside the main entrance to Lower School. 
Years 3-6: In the Upper School yard. 
 
All children will be required to wash their hands, using the outdoor sinks, before entering the 
classroom. This should be done before the bell rings at 8:40 a.m. A member of staff will be on 
duty in the Upper School Yard from 8:30a.m.  
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Pick-Up 
Pick-Up for all Lower School classes will be at 3:10p.m. when the far gate (next to the netball 
court) will be opened. Parents are asked to use this gate only for collection in order to maintain 
good site security.  
 
Pick-Up for all Upper School children will be at 3:45 p.m. when Years 5 and 6 parents will 
collect from the centre gate and Years 3 and 4 children will be collected from the top Upper 
School yard. Years 5 and 6 pupils with younger siblings in Year 3 and 4 will  be sent round to 
the Upper School yard.  
 
Wraparound Care 
Our Wraparound Care will be available to all pupils from age three and upwards. Breakfast 
Club will be in the Hall and Late Stay will continue to be based in the Nursery classroom.  
 
PE and Swimming 
All children from Year 1 upwards will require their swimming kit on a Friday. Children will also 
require their Forest PE kits on the following days: 
 
Mondays: Nursery and Kindergarten, Upper School 
Tuesdays: Reception to Year 6. 
 
Class teachers will individually write to parents giving finer details for their specific class 
routines.  
 
Extra Curricular Clubs 
Parents were emailed our Extra Curricular Clubs form at the end of the last academic year. 
As a school we continually strive to monitor and assess the range of extra curricular activities 
we have on offer and we look forward to welcoming the return of many popular clubs.  
 
Snacks and Lunches 
Chef Simon will be providing full lunches for all pupils. A menu can be found on the school 
website. Children should bring a healthy snack to school each day. A reminder that we operate 
a no nuts policy.  
 
School Trips  
A full range of school trips and sporting fixtures will return in the term ahead. Details of any 
trip will be sent home to parents via the School Office.  
 
Communications 
 
Letters from the Office 
In order to streamline communications with parents, we plan to send most correspondence 
from the School Office on a Friday. This will hopefully condense the number of emails received 
throughout the week and allow families to read through the material over the weekend. We 
will continue to send The Weekly News as an overview.  
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Social Media 
A reminder that you can follow each class (and now myself!) on Twitter. The accounts are 
‘locked’ accounts, therefore have restricted access to followers. Class Teachers will provide 
you with a direct link to their Twitter feeds.  
 
Meeting the Teachers 
As we were unable to welcome parents to school to meet their new CLass Teacher in July we 
plan to hold short welcome meetings in October. I will write to you with further details during 
the start of the autumn term.  
 
Parents Evenings  
Following on from the success of our online Parents Evenings, we intend for this to continue 
in the future. In order to allow parents to see their child's work, we will also be holding ‘Open 
Classrooms’ throughout the year. This is an opportunity for you to visit your child’s classroom 
to look through their work and displays with your child. Having previously done this activity in 
Year 5, it has proven to be an effective opportunity to promote ownership for the children.  
 
Staff Contact Details  
Over the summer our staff email accounts have changed. You will be provided with a directory 
(attached to this letter) in order for you to have clear lines of communication with all members 
of staff.  
 
Please note that the office accounts have not changed address.  
 
Magic Booking - Wraparound Care 
 
Further details on our new booking system for wraparound care (Breakfast Club and Late 
Stay) have been sent home today. Please note that the ‘Help’ icon on the magicbooking icons 
bar gives clear and simple instructions for queries that you may have. Alternatively, please 
contact the school office. We hope the new system will allow parents to book promptly and 
with ease.  
 
Holiday Club 
 
Our Summer Sports Camp was, once again, a huge success. Following on from Mr C’s 
announcement to step back from the management of Soccerwise, Mr Bullock will be taking 
ownership of the provision as a Holiday Club business based on our school site. Moving 
forwards, the provision will be open to Foresters and also non-Forest children. Forest parents 
will be given prior opportunity to book slots before the local community. I'm sure you will join 
me in wishing Mr Bullock all the very best with this venture.  
 
The dates for October half term are as follows: 
Week 1- Monday 18th October - Friday 22nd October 
Week 2- Monday 25th October - Friday 29th October 
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The dates for the Christmas Holiday are as follows: 
Week 1- Monday 20th December - Thursday 23rd December  
 
Events Calendar (Previously Known as Purple Calendar) 

All our school events will now be shown on our Forest Calendar, which is available to view via 
the following link: https://www.forestschool.co.uk/calendar and is always available on the 
Home Page of our website. As a school, we feel this allows us to be adaptable and flexible 
when planning school events and in keeping parents well informed in a timely fashion. 
 
COVID Risk Assessment and COVID Testing 
 
The school is still very mindful of the need to return safely and we have continued to monitor 
the latest UK Government guidance as we move into Step 4, and past the key date of the 19th 
August 2021. We will continue to emphasise the importance of good hand hygiene and 
ventilation in classrooms, as well as asking pupils, parents and staff to exercise good 
judgement in their behaviour. While face masks are no longer mandatory, parents, visitors and 
staff who wish to wear a face covering may of course continue to do so. 
 
Pupil Guidelines 
In the event a child presents with COVID symptoms they should remain at home pending a 
PCR result; in the event of a positive test the individual will need to continue to quarantine in 
line with PHE guidance. There will be no expectation for other children or adults to isolate 
unless they are part of the same household, and the school will not be sending close contacts 
home. There is still the possibility that PHE will identify close contacts and will contact you 
separately. We request that you advise the school if your child is undertaking a PCR as a 
consequence of this. Where children are absent from school as a consequence of COVID 
directives the school will make provision for your children to engage with education remotely 
via our Google Classroom platform. 
 
Staff, Parent and Visitor Guidelines 
Staff who have been working on site during the holiday period have been completing lateral 
flow testing twice a week and teaching staff will be conducting tests in the week before their 
return to School. All visitors to the school are requested to take a Lateral Flow Test prior to 
attending the site. Parents who have arranged a meeting with staff in school, or who are 
entering the school building for other reasons are also requested to provide evidence of a 
lateral flow test in advance. Parents or responsible adults who are dropping off outside school 
buildings do not need to test. 
 
The School has also developed an Outbreak Response plan as recommended by the 
Government and will continue to work closely with Public Health England in managing any 
identified cases. A copy of this plan can be found on the school website.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Graeme Booth 
Headteacher  
 

https://www.forestschool.co.uk/calendar

